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Jamie practices exclusively in the area of personal injury.
Jamie attended McMaster University and completed
his Juris Doctorate at Bond University in Queensland,
Australia where he graduated in the top 10% of his class.
As part of the personal injury division, Jamie would
welcome inquiries with respect to all personal injury
matters including dog bites, car accidents and slip and falls.

Q

Is a dog owner responsible
for a dog bite?

In the province of Ontario, the owner is responsible for the
damages from a dog bite or attack. If there is more than
one owner of the dog, they are both responsible.
It doesn’t matter where the bite or attack occurs, whether it’s on
the owner’s property or at the park, the owner is still liable for
any damages that occur.
Years ago, the owner of a dog was not responsible for the dog’s
first attack. Today, the “one free bite” rule is gone. The owner of
the dog is responsible for any and all attacks that occur.
The owner’s home insurance policy usually responds to claims
relating to dog bites or attacks, unless there is a violation of
the policy. If there is no insurance coverage, the owner is
personally liable.
If you have suffered injuries caused by a dog, including broken
bones, scarring, or disfigurement, you can sue. Your damages
would include pain and suffering, income loss from being
off work and any medical bills, including physiotherapy or
rehabilitation treatments.
After being bitten or attacked by a dog, get the owner’s
information immediately. If the owner refuses to provide
their information, call the police. The bite or attack should be
reported to your local animal control services to ensure that the
dog is up to date on their shots and to protect your health.
Even if the injury appears to be minor, call me today at Kelly
Greenway Bruce for a free consultation, so I can help you
protect your rights.
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